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THE NEW SLAVE-TRADE CONVENTION. 


CONVENTION BETWEEN HER MAJESTY AND THE KING OF THE 
FRENCH, FOR THE SUPPRESSION OF THE TRAFFIC IN SLAVES. 


(Signed at London, May 29, 1845. Ratifications exchanged at London, 
‘ June 7, 1845.) 


Her Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, and his Majesty the King of the French, considering 
that the conventions of the 30th of November, 1831, and the 22nd 
of March, 1833, have effected their object in preventing the use of 
the English and French flags in carrying on the slave-trade, but 
that this odious traffic still exists, and that the said conventions are 
insufficient to insure its complete suppression, his Majesty the King 
of the French, having expressed his desire to adopt more effectual 
measures for the suppression of the slave-trade than those con- 
templated in the said conventions, and her Majesty the Queen of 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland being anxious to 
co-operate for the attainment of this object, they have agreed to 
conclude a new convention, which, as between the two high-contract- 
ing parties, shall be substituted in the place of the abovementioned 
conventions of 1831 and 1833; and for that purpose they have 
named as their plenipotentiaries, that is to say— 

Her Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland; the Right Hon. George Earl of Aberdeen, Viscount 
Gordon, Viscount Formartine, Lord Haddo, Methlick, Tarvis and 
Kellie, a Peer of the United Kingdom, a member of her Majesty’s 
Most Hon. Privy Council, Knight of the Most Ancient and Most 
Noble Order of the Thistle, and her Majesty’s Principal Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs; and the Right Hon. Stephen Lushing- 
ton, a member of her Majesty’s Most Hon. Privy Council, and 
Judge of her High Court of Admiralty ; 

And his Majesty the King of the French; the Sieur Louis de 
Beaupoil, Count de St. Aulaire, a Peer of France, Grand Cross of 
the Royal Order of the Legion of Honour, Grand Cross of the 
Order of Leopold of Belgium, his Ambassador to her Britannic 
Majesty; and the Sieur Charles Leonce Achille Victor, Duke of 
Broglie, a Peer of France, Grand Cross of the Royal Order of the 

ion of Honour, Vice-President of the Chamber of Peers; © 

ho, after having communicated to each other their respective 
full powers, found to be in good and due form, have agreed upon 
and concluded the following articles :— 


ARTICLE I. 


In order that the flags of her Majesty the Queen of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and of his Majesty the King 
of the French, may not, contrary to the law of nations and the laws 
in force in the two countries, be usurped to cover the slave-trade, 
and in order to provide for the more effectual suppression of that 
traffic, his Majesty the King of the French engages, as soon as may 
be practicable, to station on the West coast of Africa, from Cape 
Verd to 16 degrees 30 minutes south latitude, a naval force of at 
least twenty-six cruizers, consisting of sailing and steam-vessels ; 
and her Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland engages as soon as may be practicable to station on the 
same part of the West coast of Africa a naval force of not less than 
twenty-six cruizers, consisting ef sailing vessels and steam-vessels ; 
and on the Kast coast of Africa such number of cruizers as her 
Majesty shall judge sufficient for the prevention of the trade on that 
coast; which cruizers shall be employed for the purposes abovemen- 
tioned, in conformity with the following stipulations. 


ARTICLE II. 


The said British and French naval forces shall act in concert for 
the suppression of the slave-trade. It will be their duty to watch 
strictly every part of the West coast of Africa, within the limits 
described in article 1, where the slave-trade is carried on. For this 
purpose they shall exercise fully and completely all the powers 
vested in the Crowns of Great Britain and France for the suppres- 
sion of the slave-trade, subject only to the modifications hereinafter 
mentioned as to British and French ships. 


ARTICLE III. 


The officers of her Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland, and of his Majesty the King of the 
French, having respectively the command of the squadrons of Great 
Britain and France, to be employed on carrying out this convention, 
shall concert together as to the best means of watching strictly the 
parts of the African coast before described, by selecting and defining 
the stations, and committing the care thereof to English and French 
cruizers, jointly or separately, as may be deemed most expedient; 
provided always that in case of a station being specially committed to 


the charge of cruizers of either nation, the cruizers of the other 





nation may at any time enter the same for the purpose of exercising 
ey respectively belonging to them for the suppression of the 
slave-trade, 


ARTICLE Iv, 


Treaties for the suppression of the slave-trade shall be negotiated 
with the native princes or chiefs on the above-mentioned part of the 
West coast of Africa, wherever it may seem necessary to the com- 
manders of the English and French squadrons respectively. 

Such treaties shall be negotiated by the commanders themselves, 
or by officers specially instructed by them to that effect. 


ARTICLE Y. 


The object of the aforesaid treaties shall be confined to the sup- 
pression of the slave- trade. 

If such treaty be concluded by a British officer, power shall be 
expressly reserved to his Majesty the King of the French to become 
a party to such treaty; and if b a French officer, the like power 
shall be reserved to her Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland. Whenever her Majesty the Queen 
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland and his Ma- 
jesty the King of the French shall both become parties to such a 
treaty, the expense which may have been incurred in effecting the 
same, whether for presents or other similar expenses, shall be borne 
equally by both nations. 


ARTICLE VI. 


Whenever it shall be necessary to employ force, conformably to 
the law of nations, in order to compel the due execution of any 
treaty made in pursuance of the present convention, no such force 
shall be resorted to, either by land or sea, without the consent of 
the commanders both of the British and of the French squadrons. 

And if it should be deemed necessary for the attainment of the 
objects of this convention, that posts should be occupied on that part 
of the coast of Africa before described, this shall be done only with 
the consent of the two high-contracting parties. 


ARTICLE VII. 


As soon as the squadron to be sent by his Majesty the King of the 
French to the coast of Africa shall be ready to commence operations 
on the coast of Africa, his Majesty the King of the French shall 
cause notification thereof to be made to her Majesty the Queen of 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland ; and the two 
high-contracting parties shall, by a joint declaration, make known 
that the measures to be adopted in virtue of this convention are 
about to be carried into execution ; and the aforesaid declaration shall 
be published wherever it may be deemed necessary. 

Within three months after the date of the said declaration the 
warrants that have been issued, in pursuance of the conventions of 
1831 and 1833, to the cruizers of the two nations, for the mutual 
exercise of the right of search, shall be respectively delivered up. 


ARTICLE VIII. 


Whereas experience has shown that the traffic in slaves in those 
parts of the world where it is habitually carried on is often accom- 
panied by acts of piracy, dangerous to the tranquility of the seas, and 
to the safety of all flags ; and considering at the same time, that if 
the flag carried by a vessel be primd facie evidence of the national 
character of such vessel, this presumption cannot be considered as 
sufficient to forbid, in all cases, the proceeding to the verification 
thereof,—since otherwise all flags might be exposed to abuse, by 
their serving to cover piracy, the slave-trade, or any other illegal 
traffic ; it is agreed, in order to prevent any difficulty in the execu- 
tion of the present convention, that instructions, founded on the law 
of nations, and on the constant usage of maritime powers, shall be 
addressed to the commanding officers of the British and French 
squadrons and stations on the coast of Africa. The two Govern- 
ments have accordingly communicated to each other their respective 
instructions, which are annexed to this convention. 


ARTICLE IX. 


Her Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland and his Majesty the King of the French mutually 
engage to continue the prohibition for ever of all slave trade in the 
colonies which they now possess or may hereafter possess, and also 
to prevent, as far as the laws of each country shall permit, their 
respective subjects from being engaged, directly or indirectly, in 
this traffic. 

ARTICLE X. 


Three months after the declaration mentioned in article 7, the 


present convention shall come into execution. The duration of itis 
fixed at ten years. The previous conventions shall be suspendgd-". *| 7 







In the course of the fifth year the two high-contracting partie 
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concert together anew, and will decide aecording to circumstances, 
whether it is fitting eithet to put again in force the whole or part of 
the said conventions, or to todify of to abrogate the whole or part 
Of the present convention. At the end of the teftth Year, unless the 

revious conventions shall have been again put in force, they shall 
be considered as definitively abrogated. And the high-contracting 
parties further engage to continue to concert together fot insuring 
the suppression of the slave-trade by all the means which may 
appear to them most useful and most efficacious, until the time 
when this traffic shall be completely abolished. 


ARTICLE XI. 


The present convention shall be ratified, and the ratifications shall 
be exchanged at London at the expiration of ten days from this 
date, or sooner if possible. 


In witness whereof the respective plenipotentiaries have signed 
the same, and affixed thereto the seals of their arms. 
Done in London, the 29th day of May, 1845. 
(L.S.) Sverpaen Lusxtnerton. 
(L.S.) ABERDEEN. | 
(L.S ) St. Avuraire. 
(L.8.) V. Broaris. 


The Instructions to the naval commanders of the respective Go- 
vernments, are too extended to be given at length. The following 
are the most important portions of them. 


INSTRUCTIONS TO ENGLISH OFFICERS :— 


You are not td capture, visit, or in anyway interfere with vessels of 
France ; and you will give strict instructions to the commanding officers 
of cruisers under your orders to abstain therefrom. At the same time, 
you will remember that the King of the French is far from claiming that 
the flag of France shall give immunity to those who have no right to 
bear it; and that Great Britain will not allow vessels of other nations to 
escape visit and examination by merely hoisting a French flag, or the 
flag of any other nation with which Great Britain has not, by existing 
treaty, the right of search. Accordingly, when from intelligence which 
the officer commanding her Majesty’s cruiser may have received, or 
from the manceuvres of the vessel, or other sufficient cause, he may 
have reason to believe that the vessel does not belong to the nation indi- 
cated by her colours, he is, if the state of the weather will admit of it, 
to go ahead of the suspected vessel, after communicating his intention 
by hailing, and to drop a boat on board of her to ascertain her nation- 
ality, without causing her detention, in the event of her really proving 
to be a vessel of the nation the colours of which she has displayed, and 
therefore one which he is not authorized to search; but should the 
strength of the wind, or other circumstances, render such mode of visit- 
ing the stranger impracticable, he is to require the suspected vessel to be 
brought to, in order that her nationality may be ascertained; and he 
will be justified in enforcing it, if necessary—understanding always, that 
he is not to resort to any coercive measure until every other shall have 
failed; and the officer who boards the stranger is to be instructed, 
merely in the first instance, to satisfy himself by the vessel’s papers, or 
other proof, of her nationality ; and if she prove really to be a vessel of 
the nation designated by her colours, and one which he is not authorized 
to search, he is to lose no time in quitting her, offering to note on the 
papers of the vessel the cause of his having suspected her nationality, as 
well as the number of minutes the vessel was detained (if detained at 
all) for the object in question ; such notation to be signed by the board- 
ing officer, specifying his rank and the name of her Majesty’s cruiser ; 
and whether the commander of the visited vessel consents to such nota- 
tion on the vessel’s papers or not, (and it is not to be done without his 
consent) ; all the said particulars are to be immediately inserted in the 
log-book of lier Majesty’s cruiser ; and a full and complete statement of 
the circumstances is to be sent, addressed to the Secretary of the Admi- 
ralty, by the first opportunity, direct to England; and also, a similar 
statement to you, as senior officer on the station, to be forwarded by 
you to our Secretary, accompanied by any remarks you may have reason 
to make thereon. 


INSTRUCTIONS TO FRENCH OFFICERS, 


All the vessels which engage in that traffic are furnished with arms, 
such as swords, guns, pistols, and some even have on board small can- 
nons or swivels. This precaution is indispensable to them, if it were 
merely for maintaining in obedience, with a small crew, several hun- 
dreds of negroes violently carried off from their families and native 
land. 

But it frequently happens that the commanders and crews of slave- 
vessels make use of their arms for another and no less criminal purpose, 
by committing acts of depredation and robbery, either upon one ano- 
ther, or upon the inhabitants of the coast, or the Europeans who resort 
to it. This is proved by the instructions given to your predecessors, 
and especially by those given by the Governor of Senegal, on the 15th of 
July, 1841, to the officers employed on the African station. 

It is also a well-known fact, that almost all slave vessels have on board 
double sets of papers, papers apparently issued by several governments, 
—false mustér-rolls, which enable them to assume the appearance of be- 
longing to one nation or to anotlier, as they may find occasion. 

It is generally at St. Thomas and in the island of Cuba that these 
false papers are fabricated, and they contain counterfeits of the printed 
forms and antograph signatures of the different authorities of each ma- 
maritime nation, more or less skilfully execnted. 

You are acquainted with the provisions of the law of the 12th of April, 
1825, against piracy. You know that this law considers as pirates, not 
only the crews of armed vessels who commit acts of depredation, but 
also those who ‘sail without ships’ papers, or either with papers which 
are not sufficient to prove the regularity of their voyage, or with com- 
missions issued by several powers or states—the word commission being 
here understood not only of letters of marque in time of war, but of 
papers delivered to merchant vessels in time of peace. 


In so doing, the law of 1825, has only restated and confirmed the 
principles already received, the doctrine which forms the foundation of 
our matfitime legislation, of the ordinance of 1554, the ordinance of 
1681, recognised as an authority all over Europe, that of 1718, and 
of the decree of the Second Prairial, year II; and these principles have 
always been applied by our tribunals as well to French vessels as to 
foreign vessels, without having given rise to any complaint. 

You know, likewise, that in case of suspicion of ptracy, the law of 
nations, recognized by all civilized nations, authorizes any ship of war, 
to whatever power she may belong, to detain the supected vessel, what- 
ever may be the flag that she bears; under condition of delivering her 
over to the jurisdiction which has the right of deciding upon the va- 
lidity of the capture and the prosecution of the crime. 

Whenever, therefore, a vessel shall be pointed out to you as suspected 
of acts which our legislation considers as piracy, according to the law 
of nations (in contradistinction to those which our law merely assimi- 
lates to piracy, and which are such only according to our national law), 
you are authorized to detain the vessel, in order to ascertain whether 
the suspicion is well founded. 

The Jaw of the 12th April, 1825, does not view as an act of piracy 
the mere fact of a vessel’s hoisting a flag which she is not entitled to 
bear; it is, nevertheless, an act contrary to the taw of nations—a fraud- 
ulent act, which, if tolerated, would render it impossible to exercise any 
police on the se, or any observation of merchant vessels by ships of 
war, even such as it is the duty of a cruizer to exercise over vessels of 
her own nation. If, in order to enable a French vessel laden with slaves 
to escape your vgilance, it were only necessary that she should hoist 
the flag of another nation ; if this fact alone were to render her inviola- 
ble, even when you were certain of her being French—that she was car- 
rying on the slave-trade, and that the flag which she bore was usurped 
—every cruizing station would become useless; you could neither re- 
press prohibited, nor protect lawful, commerce. 

Whenever, therefore, you may have reason to suspect any fraud of 
this nature, you are at liberty to verify the national character of the sus- 
pected vessel. If your suspicions should turn out to be well founded, 
if the suspected vessel prove to be either French, or one subject 
to your observation in virtdes of treaties actually in force, and if such 
vessel be actually engaged in the slave-trade, you will not hesitate to 
detain her. No nation can be entitled to claim for its flag the right of 
protecting crime, and of withdrawing criminals of other nations from 
the punishment which is their due. If, on the contrary, your suspi- 
cions should be groundless, if the suspected vessel belongs bond fide to 
the nation whose flag she bears, you will not hesitate to release her im- 
mediately ; giving, however, notice of the fact to those cruisers who 
have the right to detain her. 





PEDRO DE ZULUETA, JUNIOR. 


Tus recent trial of Jennings at the Old Bailey on the charge of 
slave-trading at the Galinas, forcibly reminds us of the previous 
prosecution of Pedro Zulueta, junior, on a similar charge, and of 
the difficulty of obtaining convictions in cases of this kind, what- 
ever may have been the grounds on which the prosecutor assumed 
the guilt of the parties implicated in the transaction. 

ithout referring to the facts proved on the trial of Zulueta, we 
beg to call the attention of our readers to a few admissions of this 
person, when examined before a Committee of the House of Com- 
mons in 1842. In that evidence he stated, that the house in Lon- 
don of which he is a partner was extensively connected with the 
house of Pedro Martinez and Co., of the Havana; that the connec- 
tion was of long standing; that the business transactions between 
them had been very large; that they were in the habit of ship- 
ping goods both to the Havana and the Galinas, on the coast of 
Africa, on their account; that the house of Pedro Martinez, at 
Cadiz, and Pedro Martinez and Co., at Havana, were branches of 
the same firm; that he knew, from general report, that Don 
Pedro Martinez himself was supposed to deal in slaves at the Gali- 
nas, and that he believed it was so; that he believed he was also a 
dealer in slaves at the Havana; that Jennings was a man who had 
been employed for some time by Martinez, who, ‘‘ satisfied with 
his services,” agreed to lend him money to purchase a vessel for- 
merly engaged in the slave-trade; that on board this vessel goods 
were shipped and forwarded to the Galinas; but that, notwithstand- 
ing his firm had acted as the agents for Martinez on the coast of 
Africa by the shipment of goods thither, he did not know they 
were to be employed in the slave-trade, though they might have 
been ; and as to himself, his father, or his grandfather, or anyhody 
in the house of Zulueta and Co., of London, he said they never ‘‘ had 
any kind of interest of any sort, or derived any emolument or con- 
nection from the slave-trade.” 

We stop here for the purpose of supplying a fact, of which we 
presume Mr. Zulueta could not have been wholly ignorant when he 
gave his famous evidence before the Parliamentary Committee. 

In tracing the progress of the slave-trade between Africa and 
Cuba during the year 1843, our attention was arrested by the fol- 
lowing passage in the Reports of the Slave-trade Commissioners :— 
‘* Having received information on which we could rely, we wrote a 
letter to his Excellency (the Captain-General), informing him of 
the facts of such vessels having been reported as arrived at Santiago 
and Trinidad de Cuba, and also two on this side of the island, con- 
signed to a well-known slave-dealer, Don Juan Zulueta, and 
who, we were informed, were in a barracoon in the neighbourhood 
of this City (Havana) at the time of our writing.” In a subsequent 
Report the Commissioners say :—‘‘ We regret to have to state, 
that a very numerous cargo, not fewer, we believe, than 900, was 
brought by a vessel named the Palmyra Segunda, and landed at a 





port named Puerto Escondido, seven leagues from Matanzas on this 
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side.” And they add :—“ The brig and cargo belonged to a well- 
known slave-dealer, named Zulueta.”’ She i ‘** brought another 
large cargo, about 800, in April last.” Again, in a later Report, they 
observe :—‘' Within the last few days an American barque, the 
Chester, has been engaged by the company of dealers known under 
the firm of Don Pedro Blanco and Co., for whom Don Julian 
Zulueta acts prominently, to take a cargo of aguardiento, and pro- 
ceed to New York for balance of cargo, and thence to the coast of 
Africa, to a port between 5° and 6° latitude (probably Galinas) 
to discharge.’ We were curious to know who this Don Juan 
or Julian Zulueta, so notorious for slave-dealing transactions at the 
Havana, was; and the slave-trade papers for 1844, recently laid 
before Parliament, meet our wishes. The Commissioners, after re- 
porting the landing of ‘‘ an extraordinary large cargo of slaves, up- 
wards of 1100 in number,” from the Pa/myra Segunda, remark, 
‘¢ with regard to this vessel, making, as she has done, four success- 
ful voyages in the course of twelve months, we are led to fear, not 
only that she has the direct support of Government, but also cor- 
respondences and resorts on the coast of Africa beyond the reach 
of her Majesty’s cruisers. Zhe principal person enyaged in the 
vessel, Don Julian Zulueta, is brother of the person recently tried 
in London for being concerned in the slave-trade.”’ It thus ap- 

ears, that, however innocent Pedro Zulueta, jun., his father, grand- 

ather, and the various members of the London house, may be of par- 
ticipation in the gains of the slave-trade, his brother is reputed to be 
a notorious and successful trafficker in human beings in the island 
of Cuba. Ina later Report the Commissioners say—‘‘ We have to 
report that the slave-vesse], Pa/myra Segunda, which has made so 
many successful voyages from Africa with large cargoes of slaves, 
has returned with another, and landed them yesterday on this coast, 
in number about 1200. This vessel comes as before, consigned to 
Don Julian Zulueta.”’ This slaver subsequently ‘‘ landed a cargo 
of upwards of 600 negroes at the Chorfera, a creek only one league 
from the Havana,” and started again on another voyage, ostensibly 
for Brazil, but really for Africa. 

Our curiosity having been satisfied in this direction, we sought 
the solution of another point which seems somewhat to have puzzled 
the Commissioners at the Havana. 

It will have been observed that, in one of their communications, 
they give it as their impression that the Havana slave-traders must 
have ‘‘ correspondences and resorts on the coast of Africa beyond 
the reach of her Majesty’s cruisers.” This is the case. The Com- 
missioners at Sierra Leone, in their report for 1843, addressed to 
Lord Aberdeen, remark:—‘* We beg respectfully to draw your 
Lordship’s attention to the manner in which the slave-trading ves- 
sels are supplied with coppers, shackles, bolts, handcuffs, chains, 
&c., nearly the whole of which are brought to the coast in perfect 
safety, on freight, under the American flag; other merchandizes 
for carrying on that inhuman traffic are also supplied by both Ame- 
rican and British vessels. The resident slave-dealers purchase their 
required trade goods from the British and Americans, for which 
they pay inbdils‘on London, or in specie. This at once accounts for 
the absence of cargoes in all the captured slavers during the past 

ear.’’ And this agrees with the evidence of Zulueta in 1842. ‘I 
re accepted bills,’ he stated, ‘‘ drawn by Pedro Blanco and others 
from Galinas upon our house, and paid them to the order of seve- 
ral houses in Sierra Leone, and houses in London.” And further 
to show the connection between Pedro Blanco at the Galinas and 
Pedro Blanco & Co. at the Havana, he added, the bills were 
drawn upon him ‘‘ for account of Blanco & Carvalho, or Blanco 
& Co., at the Havana, and were honoured by their orders.”’ 

To show the extensive nature of the transactions between the 
house of Zulueta & Co., London, and the firms of ‘‘ Pedro Marti- 
nez & Co., of the Havana, with Blanco & Carvalho, and with Pedro 
Martinez, of Cadiz,” P. Zulueta, jun., states that they had amounted 
in twenty years to about 400,000/, 

As to Jennings, it is clear that his voyage to the Galinas as the 
ostensible owner of the Augusta, though in reality he was only the 
commander, was not the first made to that notorious. slave- mart. 
He had previously gone thither in the Star, and is thus alluded to 
in Zulueta’s evidence :—‘‘ There was the Star, Captain Jennings : 
that vessel was sent from here to the Galinas, precisely the same as 
the Augusta has been sent. * * * The object of that vessel was 
just the same as the Augusta, to maintain a legal trade with Gali- 
nas; that is within my knowledge.”” Now we have the sworn tes- 
timony of the hon. Captain Denman, Captain Hill, who seized the 
Augusta at Galinas, and Colonel Nicolls, that no legal trade was 
carried on at that notorious place, and that the slave-trade was the 
only traffic known to exist there. 





AMERICAN AND FOREIGN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY. 


At the annual meeting of this Society, which was held at New 
York on the 7th of May, an extended series of resolutions was 
passed. We select the following as most suitable to our columns. 

1. Resolved,—That amidst all the disheartening occurrences 
connected with the anti-slavery cause, both as it respects the 
conduct of our government, the apathy or opposition of parties in 
church and state, and the connection of abolition principles, on 
the part of some, with sentiments that strike at the root of much 
that is valuable and sound in our institutions, we gratefully 
recognise the smiles of Divine Providence in the advance of the 
cause of truth, righteousness, and freedom among the people and 
in the churches. . 

2. Resolved,—That we feel greatly encouraged in our efforts 





by the sympathy of our transatlantic fellow-labourers, and b 
their noble advocacy of the rights of man ‘throughout the worl A 
and would especially bear in grateral recollection the untiring 
exertions of our British coadjutors, headed by the venerable 
Clarkson, to abolish slavery and the slave-trade, throughout 
Christendom. 

3. Resolved,—That we rejoice to know that a spirit of inquiry 
and discussion has arisen in the slave States, and among their 
distinguished men, to be better informed respecting the principles 
we profess, and the measures we propose, to deliver the master 
as well as the slave from a despotism that grinds the poor and 
fills the rich with dread and apprehension; and that so long as 
these inquiries and discussions are honest and Christian, we hail 
them as indications of the progress of truth over error, light over 
darkness, enlightened self-interest over avarice, and the principles 
of true republicanism and unadulterated Christianity over their 
counterfeits. 

4. Resolved,—That we hold it to be a truth demonstrated by 
history and experience, that so long as, and wherever, slavery 
exists, the slave-trade, both foreign and domestic, will flourish, 
and that all attempts to put an end to the slave-trade, while 
slavery is tolerated, will be utterly vain and abortive. 

7. Resolved,—That as it is the aim of the Liberty party not 
only to abolish slavery, but to bring the administrative action of 
the government into complete harmony with the truths of the 
Declaration of Independence, and the objects of the constitution, 
the principles of the Declaration of Independence, and of Chris- 
tianity fully justify not only, but imperatively demand of the 
abolitionists of this country, that they secede from the political 
parties, Whig and Democratic, to which they may belong, and 
unite their efforts with the Liberty party for the overthrow of 
slavery, and the restoration of the principles of liberty. 

8. Resolved,—That the powers of Congress are strictly limited 
by the constitution; that the constitution confers no power in 
terms, to acquire in any way foreign territory, nor is such ac- 
quisition necessary or proper for exercising any of the powers 
that are so granted. 

9. Resolved,—That the annexation of Texas will or would bea 
direct breach of the constitution—a base violation of a treaty of 
friendship with Mexico—a wanton abuse of power towards an un- 
offending ally, that must for ever stigmatise us as a faithless and 
dishonoured people. 

10. Resolved,—That by slaveholding this society understands 
the holding and treating of human beings,as property; and main- 
tains that to hold and treat a human being thus, is universally 
and always sinful, and ought to be everywhere immediately 
abandoned. 

11. Resolved,—That this sin, as those of drunkenness, profanity, 
falsehood, and the like, is inconsistent with Christian character 
and a regular standing in the church of Christ, and ought to be 
made the subject of remonstrance and discipline, according to 
each one’s distinctive methods of procedure, in every branch of 
that church. 

_ 12. Resolved,—That in urging the several religious denomina- 
tions to give effect to such remonstrance and discipline, according 
to their established forms, and in the last resort to withdraw the 
fellowship of their churches from all pertinacious offenders, this 
society does not maintain nor, so far as we are aware, have the 
abolitionists of this country generally, ever maintained, that this 
last should be done “ instantly ” or in any such abrupt and sum- 
mary way as to forego the exercise of the same previous kind, 
faithful and appropriate Christian remonstrance, as in that of 
their other acknowledged sins, “ 

21. Resolved,—That we deeply sympathise with our northern 
fellow-citizens confined in southern prisons for acts of humanity 
that are in conflict with the slave-code, and commend them to the 
sympathies, and their families to the generous aids of the friends 
of humanity. f 

22. Resolved,—That we will extend the rights of humanity to 
our fellow-men who flee from the house of bondage aad afford 
them asylum in the free States, rejoicing in every successful effort 
to use one’s liberty rather than remain the victim of oppression. 

23. Resolved,—That the friends of the oppressed, both in the 
free and slave States, are earnestly entreated to befriend those who 
are in jeopardy with regard to their liberty, by affording them all 
the aid they can in courts of justice or otherwise, in maintaining 
their just rights, and avoiding the doom that awaits those who are 
in danger of being remanded to the custody of merciless masters 
and unprincipled overseers, 





THE FRENCH LAW ON SLAVERY. 


WE are not yet able to say in what form the law for the modifica- 
tion of Slavery in the French colonies has actually received tlic sanc- 
tion of the Legislature. We have been ain furnished, however, 
with a paper (L’Observateur Frangais) which contains the project 
de loi as amended by the Peers, and with the Abolitioniste Francais 
for May, which gives at great length the proceedings in the Upper 
Chamber. From these documents we shall be able to give an idea 
of the general design of the ministerial measure, and of its form as 
it entered the Chamber of Deputies. ; 

Thé first clause of the projet de loi contemplates some ameliora- 
tions (not specified, however,) of the condition of the slaves in rela- 
tion to food, punishment, religious instruction, and marriage ; but 
proposed that all these changes should be effected by royal ordinances. 
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On this point, the Commission of the Chamber of Peers to which | 


the projet was referred reported a decided opinion, to the effect, 
that the intended ameliorations should be effected, not by royal or- 
dinances, but by an act of the Legislature; and, after battling against 
this recommendation as long as they could, the Government yielded. 

In the further discussion of the first article of the first clause, 
Count Beugnot proposed and carried an amendment of considerable 
importance, The projet recognized the current fact, that agree- 
ments may be made between the masters and the slaves by which 
one day in the week shall be given instead of provisions, and 
proposed to enact, that these agreements might at any time be 
cancelled at the pleasure of either party. M. Beugnot’s amend- 
ment was to the effect that a slave, when he desired it, might de- 
mand the allowance of time instead of food. 

The second clause extends to French Guiana and the Isle of 
Bourbon the law which now exists in Guadeloupe and Martinique, 
requiring an allotment of land to be made to every slave for culti- 
vation. 

The third clause relates to the duration of labour, and enacts, 
that it shall not exceed the interval between six in the morning and 
six in the evening, with two hours and a half for repose. A decree 
of the Colonial Council is to regulate exceptional cases, and the ex- 
traordinary labour of two hours which may be required in crop time. 


The fourth clause relates to the possession of property. Slaves 
may become lawful holders of all kinds of moveable property, ex- 
cept arms and boats. They may also receive bequests of property, 
whether movable or immovable; they may acquire immovable 
property by purchase or exchange; and may dispose of property by 
will or otherwise. A slave dying without will or heir, his master in- 
herits his property. The rights of property thus conferred, how- 
ever, are only the rights of a minor as ascertained by certain articles 
of the code civil; and the master ts to be of right the guardian of 
the slave, unless the judge royal shall think it necessary to appoint 
another. A royal ordinance is to determine the manner of secur- 
ing and employing the moveable property and money of the slaves. 


The fifth clause confers on persons not free the right of purchas- 
ing their liberty, and that of their fathers and mothers, or their wives 
and children, whether natural or legitimate, together with other 
progenitors or descendants in a direct line. An amendment to 
introduce brothers and sisters was negatived. If the price of free- 
dom cannot be settled between the master and the slave, it is to 
be fixed in each case by a commission of three persons, the pre- 
sident of the Royal Court, one councillor of the same court, and one 
member of the colonial council, voting by majority. The money 
must be paid before the act of enfranchisement. . 

As one of the conditions of this purchased freedom the projet 
required that the enfranchised slave should remain for five years in 
the service of his former owner, at wages determined by the com- 
mission who had valued him. Upon this an important amendment 
was proposed and carried by M. Beugnot, to the effect, that an 
enfranchised slave should be bound during five years to fulfil an 
engagement to labour with some person of free condition; this 
engagement to be made with a rural proprietor if the enfranchised 
had been an agricultural labourer, and not to be valid without the 
sanction of the commissioners of redemption. Upon charge of neg- 
lect of work the enfranchised may be brought before a magistrate, 
and punished by damages enforced by imprisonment. Criminal 
acts, or offences against his: old master, to be visited with not 
less than ¢wice the minimum amount of punishment awarded by law 
to another person. 

The remaining clauses are occupied with annexing fines of small 
amount to-certain acts of misconduct on the part of the master, 
such as hindering a slave from receiving religious instruction, 
making him work on Sundays or holidays, withholding the pre- 
scribed food and clothing, illegal treatment, &c. It was suggested at 
the close of the discussion that a sum of money might be voted 
to aid the enfranchisement of the most deserving slaves ; but, as 
a matter of due regard to the privileges of the Lower House, this, 
as a money question, was left to be originated there. 

Such is the measure which the French Government has thought 
it worthy of itself to bring forward on the great subject of slavery, 
and on which the attention and eloquence of the most illustrious men 
it in France have been concentrated for not less than fourteen days ! 
To us, we confess, this is a painful, a miserable, disappointment. The 
world had been given to expect a measure of emancipation ; and 
behold a measure of amelioration! A measure which will not 
even effect its professed object; but which will, like all similar 
measures of which we have had experience, be tantalizing and 


‘abortive. We entirely concur in the following sentiments, with 


which the account of the proceedings in the Chamber of Peers is 
concluded by the editor of the French Abolitionist :— 


‘© At last this law, which we were made to fear would be rejected, 
has been adopted by a majority of 103 votes against 56. 

‘¢ If M. Gnizot had been more bold, and had brought forward one of 
the plans of emancipation proposed by the Government commission un- 
der the Duke of Broglie, as bad been promised, he would have had equal 
success. It is not by attempting little that one is the more successful. 

‘* This pusillanimous conduct will force the abolitionists to accept the 
law passed by the Chamber of Peers, with the exception, perhaps, of a 
few amendments ; but nothing will be gained by it. It will be with 
this law as it was with the English bills anterior to emancipation. We 
shall have irritated the planters, and given to the slaves a prospect of 
freedom, while depriving them of the means of attaining it, by the im- 
possibility which they will experience of paying the price of their 
redemption.” 











While, however, the measure of the French Government is 
wholly unsatisfactory, the debate to which it has given rise is very 
interesting, both as being a renewed expression of the sentiments 
of the most eminent men in France on the subject of the abolition 
of slavery, and as containing many passages of great eloquence and 
power. We purpose in our next to take some more extended notice 
of the speeches which have been delivered on this occasion, and 
we hope we shall then be able to exhibit the form in which the 
measure has ultimately passed the Chamber of Deputies. 
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; The Anti-Slaberp Reporter, 


LONDON, JUNE 25, 1845. 


On Friday last took place at the Central Criminal Court in this 
city the trial of Thomas Jennings, master of the ship Augusta, on a 
charge of slave-trading. This trial is the sequel to that of Pedro de 
Zulueta, which will be fresh in the recollection of our readers. The 
jury acquitted the prisoner, and, we must admit, very properly 
according to the evidence. It was but too clear, however, that some 
most important evidence was excluded on technical grounds, and thai 
the evidence as allowed to be given in court did not do justice to 
the facts of the case. Few persons, if any, could have had a doubt 
of the prisoner’s guilt, The cheers which are stated to have followed 
the announcement of his acquittal were uttered by a small knot of 
persons, apparently ship captains. As Mr. Hill, the leading counsel 
for the defence, thought proper to identify the British and Foreign 
Anti-Slavery Society with this prosecution, and as one at least of 
the public papers has done the same, we are called on to repeat, 
what we stated distinctly on occasion of the trial of Mr. Zulueta, that 
that Society is not in any manner implicated. The proceedings 
have originated ase ag | with Sir George Stephen, und have been 
conducted exclusively by him. To him alone belongs the praise 
due for having taken up the case. 





Our readers will recollect that the distinction between foreign 
free-grown and slave-grown produce has been before the public 
for several years; and that its introduction into British legislation 
was held in abeyance on account of the then existing treaty with 
Brazil, which contained what is currently known as the most fa- 
voured nation clause. On the expiration of this treaty it was 
thought that all was safe. The sensitiveness existing on this point 
manifested itself both in and out of Parliament, when a doubt was 
thrown out as to the tenor of the treaties between this country and 
Denmark. What a sensation would have been produced then, had 
it been known that by the treaty of Utrecht Spain was placed in 
this privileged position! Yet, to the surprise of everybody, 
neither statesmen, nor legislators, nor office clerks, nor editors of 
newspapers excepted, this turns out to be the fact. The Spanish 
Government has accordingly made a formal demand on the British 
for the admission of sugar from Cuba and Porto Rico at the re- 
duced rates. And there for the present the matter rests. On the 
subject being mentioned in Parliament, Sir Robert Peel said that 
an answer on the part of the British Government was in course 
of preparation, and that it would at the earliest opportunity be 
laid before the House. For this document, and the statement with 
which it will no doubt be accompanied, all parties are waiting. We 
confess our deep interest in this matter. 


We have inserted at length to-day the new Convention for the 
suppression of the slave-trade entered into between the govern- 
ments of England and France, and have added the most important 

es in the instructions of the respective governments to the 
naval officers. The issue of the negotiation is not, it is evident, 
any weakening of the principle, or any departure from the 
. of armed intervention. On the contrary, it brings out a 
arge French fleet to help the English in what all the fleets in the 
world cannot effect. The right of search is reduced to what may 
be called a right of inquiry, limited to ascertaining the nationality 
of vessels belonging to the two governments; and this right is 
strongly asserted to be a part of the law of nations, and to be 
indispensable to a police of the seas. In the French instructions 
the most remarkable feature is the application of the French law 
of piracy to slave-trading vessels. 





From the West Indies the last mail brings no news of particular 
importance, The first ships with Coolies had arrived in safety, 
both at Jamaica and Demerara. The details will be found under 
our Colonial intelligence. The Agricultural Societies in Jamaica, 
we are sorry to say, are languishing. There is stated to be an un- 
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conquerable disinclination in the managers of them to offer any 
prize which should have a tendency to disturb the old system of 
cultivation; and in a recent instance, for a prize of one hundred 
guineas offered by the St. Ann’s Agricultural Society, there was, 
after much waiting and coaxing, but one competitor. This was 
the Seville estate, which, from the report, seems, with common- 
sense management, to have arrived at excellent results. 





Tue United States papers make evident, beyond all question, two 
things : the first is, that American subjects have very freely engaged, 
in the circuitous manner which has often been described, in the Bra- 
zilian slave-trade; and the second is, that American laws are not 
able to reach them. In the case of Captain Pendleton, of the 
brig Montevideo, it has been laid down that no indictment can 
be sustained against a person under the existing law, undess he 
aided or abetted after the delivery of the negroes on board the 
slaver. Up to this point, therefore, it would seem that the entire 
process of slave-trading may be executed by Americans, without 
exposing themselves to the legal charge of aiding and abetting the 
slave-trade! It wants nothing but sharpness enough to give up the 
vessel to the Brazilian crew, and jump into a boat, the moment be- 
fore a slave is shipped, and Americans may do the whole work 
of the Brazilian slave-trader, without coming within reach of 
the law! 

We learn also, by the late arrivals, that the agitation in the 
religious bodies on the subject of slavery, which we noticed in our 
last, has further issued in a division of the Methodist church in the 
United States. In the Presbyterian this result is, for the present, 
deferred, ; 

A new number of the American and Foreign Anti-slavery Re- 
porter has also come to hand. Under the head of ‘* The Voice of 
Great Britain’s Philanthropists,” it contains several of the series of 
resolutions passed in different parts of this country respecting the 
imprisonment of American abolitionists for abetting the escape of 
slaves. In announcing the annual meeting of the Society, the Exe- 
cutive Committee indicate an intention of entering upon enlarged 
exertions, as an earnest of which they have engaged the Rev. A. A. 
Phelps, of Boston, as editor of the Reporter, which is to appear 
henceforward once a month. We offer our sincere congratul. tions 
on this turn of affairs, and quote with pleasure the following portion 
of their address. 


‘‘ They believe that the time has come when, as the Committee of a 
National Society, they may enter upon the work appropriately devolving 
on them with great advantage, both in respect to the slave and the free 
States. They believe that the public mind in some of the slaveholding 
States is now as ripe for effective general impression in favour of emanci- 
pation, as that of the free States was ten years since—that the reign of 


terror which has so long and so effectually stifled discussion, both of the } 


voice and the press in those States, is about to cease ; and they desire, 
with the co-operation of their fellow-labourers in different parts of the 
country, to take advantage of the field of effort opening in that as well as 
other directions.”’ 

The Boston Morning Chronicle of a later date informs us of the 
holding of the annual meeting of the society on the 7th of May, and 
publishes the resolutions passed at it. A selection of them will be 
found in another column. 





To our allegation that he has no right to call upon us to name 
the West India proprietors or mortgagees who are deriving a return 
from their capital, the editor of the Colonial Gazette rejoins that 
he has “the same right that a member of Parliament or attendant 
at a public meeting who hears an orator sowing general aspersions 
broadcast, has to interrupt him by erying ‘ Name.’” This, in our 
case, is no right at all; for we have never made any such assertion 
as our contemporary calls upon us to prove. For the rest we 
have only to apply its own words to itself, and to say, the Colontal 
Gazetie ‘“‘cannot ‘name,’ and therefore stands self-convicted of 


mendacity.” 





Mr. Forster has presented to the House of Commons a petition 
from certain ‘‘merchants, manufacturers, shipping agents, and 
others connected in trade with the Spanish West Indies, Brazil, and 
Africa, and residing in London, Liverpool, Glasgow, and elsewhere 
in the United Kingdom,” expressing their deep concern at the im- 
putation cast by Mr. President Tyler on British merchants and capi- 
talists, as implicated in the African slave-trade, and at the implied 
sanction given to this imputation by Sir Robert Peel. These gentlemen 
assert that they have neither shared nor sought any profit from the ap- 
plication of the goods in which they deal to the pur of the African 
slave-trade. We are not at all concerned to call this in question. 
But, even if all ihe parties who have signed this petition, together 
with Mr. Forster himself, have clean hands in this matter, it still 
remains a fact incapable of contradiction, that both British capital, 
and British merchants and manufacturers, are implicated in the sup- 
port of the African slave-trade. It is not the asseveration of a thou- 
sand honest men that can disprove the existence of a nest of thieves. 
Weare sorry these honourable persons should suffer in the estimation 
due to them as tradesmen, from the base conduct of others; but, 
under present circumstances, we see no help for it. We have only 
to hope that so proper a sensitiveness to public opinion on this sub- 
ject may be manifested in other quarters also, and that the entire 
commercial system of Great Britain may become as pure as that of 
Mr. Forster and his friends. 





Parliamentarp Entelliqence, 


HOUSE OF COMMONS.—Fraipay, June 13. 
THE SLAVE TRADE. 

Mr. Forster said that a very few words only would be necessary to 
explain the nature of the question he had to put to the right hon. baronet. 
It had relation to a petition he  oypoaae: about a week ago to the House 
from many of the most respectable merchants and manufacturers engaged 
in our trade with Brazil, Cuba, and Africa, complaining that an accusa- 
tion made by Mr. Tyler in a message to Congress, charging British mer- 
chants and capitalists with participating in the slave-trade, had been 
sanctioned by the right honourable baronet at the head of her Majesty’s 
Government, and praying the protection of the House against imputations 
so dishonourable and so undeserved. The message in question arrived in 
this country early in March, and the implied sanction of the right hon. 
baronet was given in his answer to a question put by his (Mr. Forster’s) 
honourable friend the member for Leeds, in reference to another misre- 
presentation in the same message on the subject of apprenticing the cap- 
tured negroes. The petition would have been presented, and the questions 
would have been put sooner, but the parties waited to allow the right 
hon. baronet full time to make his inquiries into the truth of the allega- 
tions. They gave him notice of their intention to take the matter up two 
months ago. Having had full time, therefore, to inform himself on the 
subject, he (Mr. Forster) would now ask the right honourable gentleman 
—Whether there are any documents in the possession of Government con- 
firmatory of the participation, direct or indirect, of British subjects in 
the slave-trade, charged in Mr. Tyler’s message to Congress, dated the 
19th February, 1845; and if so, whether there is any objection to the 
production of such documents? Also, whether Government can furnish 
to this House the names and description of any of those vessels alleged by 
Mr. Tyler to have been loaded with goods for the slave-trade, by or on 
behalf of any British capitalist, merchant or manufacturer (inserting or 
omitting the names as thought proper) in the United Kingdom or else- 
where, or in any other manner, as alleged in the said message ? 

Sir Rosert Peet said a question had been put to him about two weeks 
before by an honourable member on that side of the House, respecting 
certain allegations contained in a message sent to Congress by the Presi- 
dent of the United States, and which were to the effect, that he believed 
that subjects of the United States were concerned in carrying on the 
slave-trade, and particularly between the coast of Africa and Rio; and that 
subjects of this country were concerned also in the same trade. He (Sir 
R. Peel) then said he was not prepared to deny the fact mentioned by the 
President of the United States ; and that if the fact were so, the law should 
be applied to the repression of such practices, The message of the Presi- 
dent was accompanied by various documents, and in those papers the 
honourable member would find such information as he (Sir Robert Peel) 
possessed himself. In those documents express reference was made to 
three vessels, the property of subjects of the United States, the names 
of which were set forth in the documents, and were he thought the Agnes, 
the Montevideo, and the United States; and the same documents further 
alleged, that at Rio an English broker was employed, whose name was 
also given. He (Sir R. Peel) at that time explained the proceedings, all 
of which the honourable member would find if he referred to the docr- 
ments, and he (Sir R. Peel) then said, what he now repeated, that if the 
law would reach those parties at Rio, it would be necessary to put it in 
force against them. Some few years since the Houses of Lords and Com- 
mons had acted upon the presumption that British capital was occasion- 
ally employed in carrying on the slave-trade, and an act was passed apply- 
ing to British subjects resident in foreign parts and carrying on the 
slave-trade, the same legal penalties that would attuch to them if they 
carried on that traffic here. It was on account of this he had made his 
former statement, that if that English broker at Rio, and the charter- 
party in correspondence with him, could be made amenable to the law, it 
should be put in force against them. 

Mr. Forster said the right hon. baronet had referred to papers fur- 
nished to the Presideht of the United States by Mr. Wise, the American 
minister in Brazil, upon the authority of which the charges in question 
were made. He (Mr. Forster) held copies of these papers in his hand, 
and to show the spirit in which they had been got up, and the degree of 
credit due to them, he need only inform the House, that amongst other 
charges equally well-founded, was one charging British naval officers with 
abetting and conniving at the slave-trade, while cruising on the coast of 
Africa for the suppression of that traffic. They were accused of favouring 
the shipment of slaves to be afterwards captured by themselves, that they 
might claim the bounty or head money. This wes sufficient to show the 
gross falsehood and absurdity of charges issuing from such a source. 

Sir R. Pee answered that he had expressed at that time his opinion 
that it was unfortunate the President of the United States should have 
declared publicly to Congress that the state of the apprentices in the West 
Indies was as bad as that of the African slave, and he (Sir R. Peel) then 
stated, if the President wished to appoint a commission of inquiry into 
that matter every facility should be given for the investigation. He had 
at the same time also stated that he could not concur in the general allega- 
tions of the President’s message, and had expressed his belief that some 
part of it was founded in error. But at the same time these documents 
contained the specific mention of a British broker and a British house. 

Mr. Mitner Gipson said that the name of the Agnes had been men- 
tioned as one of the vessels employed in this traffic. Now, he had been 
authorised to give the most formal and unqualified contradiction to that 
statement, and he thought that the right hon. baronet, in answering a 
question, might have abstained from casting even the remotest imputation 
upon parties who had had no opportunity whatever of rebutting the charges. 

Sir R. Pee then read the extract from the document, which had been 
referred to, omitting, however, the names of the broker and merchant. 

Mr. Hume said that the right hon. baronet had not answered one-part 
of the question, and, therefore, he (Mr. Hume) would put another ques- 
tion. He would be glad distinctly to know whether official information 
had come under the notice of the Government, that any naval officer be- 
longing to her Majesty’s service, or any British subject, had been engaged 
in the slave-trade ? 

Sir R. Pexgx said he had not the slightest information on the subject. 
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‘TRIAL OF THOMAS JENNINGS FOR SLAVE 
TRADING. 


CENTRAL CRIMINAL COURT, Friday, June 20. 
(Before Mr. Justice Parrgson and Mr. Baron Parr.) 


Thomas Jennings, described as a master mariner, was indicted, under 
the statute 5 and 6 George IV., chap. 113, for feloniously manning, 
equipping, and despatching a certain vessel called the Augusta, for the 
purpose of dealing in slaves. 


Mr. Payne (with whom was Mr. Lush) appeared as the counsel for the 
prosecution, which was managed by Sir G. Stephen. The facts of the case 
were similar to those which were elicited at the trial in this court in the 
month of September, 1843, of M. Pedro de Zulneta, upon an indictment 
charging him with having fitted out the brig Augusta for a voyage to the 
Galenas, on the coast of Africa, for the purpose of engaging in the traffic 
in slaves. It will be remembered that after a protracted trial of three 
days’ duration M. de Zuluetu was acquitted. The prisoner had been the 
master of the brig Augusta at the time she was captured at Galenas, by 
Captain Hill, of her Majesty’s ship Saracen, and his trial has been from 
time to time postponed, in order to secure the attendance to give evidence 
of that gallant officer. It now came on, and appeared to excite some 
interest, as the court was attended by many influential mercantile men. 

Mr. M. D, Hill, Queen’s Counsel, Mr. Vaughan Williams, and Mr. 
Prendergast defended the prisoner. 

Mr. Payne at great length stated the circumstances under which the 
charge had been preferred against the prisoner at the bar, as set forth in 
the evidence which was presented to the court and jury. 

The first witness called was 

Captain H. W. Hill, examined by Mr. Lusa.—I am the Lieutenant- 
Governor of the Gold Coast, but in the year 1839 I commanded her Ma- 
jesty’s ship Saracen, on the coast of Africa, and was on duty there four 
years and a half (from the month of September, 1837, to June, 1841,) for 
the protection of British commerce and the prevention of the slave-trade. 
I am well acquainted with the river Galenas, and produce a sketch of it, 
which I made myself. It is not navigable for large ships, or vessels so 
large as the brig Golupchick or the Augusta, as she is now called. At 
Galenas no commerce is carried on except the slave-trade. I have fre- 
quently landed there and observed six or seven large barracoons or slave- 
establishments, but these were destroyed at the latter end of the year 
1840. When we landed to destroy them we found them in the posses- 
sion of the Spaniards, who fled, and in consequence I do not know any of 
the slave factors. I have only heard mentioned who were the reputed 
factors or slave-dealers. 

Mr. Lusn.—Was it not notorious to every person acquainted with the 
Galenas who the slave-dealers were ? 

Mr. M. D. Hit objected to the question. The notoriety of the fact 
could not be evidence to affect any party charged. 


Mr. Luss submitted that the evidence was admissible. At all events 
he should be able to prove that the prisoner was well acquainted with the 
Galenas. 

Mr. Justice Patreson ruled that the question should not be put. 


The examination of Captain Hill was then resumed by Mr. Lusn.—I 
have seen a person of the name of Rolo at Galenas ; I knew nothing my- 
self of his being’a slave-dealer, but he was reputed to be so. I saw him at 
a place called Dumbocoro, where there was one Jarge barracoon with 
several houses belonging to it. Rolo landed from a vessel which had been 
captured by the Hon. Captain Denman. I never met a person named 
Zunines at Galenas, but I saw him at Sierra Leone. I have also heard of 
a person named Alvarez at a small town close to Galenas ; there were not 
any barracoons at that town. Barracoons are large buildings near the 
coasts, in which the slaves are confined until an opportunity offers for 
carrying them away. In the year 1839, while I was in command of the 
Saracen, | captured the vessel then called the Golupchick. She was sail- 
ing under the Russian flag, and was eight or nine miles from the Galenas. 
I sent her in charge to Sierra Leone for prosecution before, the Mixed 
Commission Court, but the Court refused to enter into the/case, because 
she was under the Russian flag. I then sent her home to England, to be 
disposed of by the Court of Admiralty. In the month of February, }841, 
I again captured that same vessel; she was then sailing under the name 
of the Augusta, and under the British flag. She was at anchor at the 
Galenas roads at the time, and the prisoner was then in command. I 
knew her to be the Golupchick the moment I came alongside. I boarded 
her as the Augusta, aud saw the prisoner on board. I asked him about 
his vessel, which I told him I recognised. The prisoner said that he did 
not know that I had captured her on a former occasion. I demanded the 
prisoner’s papers, and he immediately handed to me the ship’s license, 
the manifest, the bill of health, and other documents, which were usually 
known asa ‘‘sbip’s papers.” I looked them over in the usual way, and, 
finding that the vessel came from Liverpool, I considered she had been 
properly cleared out, and handed the papers back to the prisoner, and 
asked him the name of bis consignee. He objected to tell me in the first 
instance, remarking, ‘‘ Oh! I know better than to tell you that.” 1 
insisted upon knowing, and observed that I should detain the vessel unti! 
I was informed. On this he called one of his men, and directed him to 
bring up a packet of letters from the cabin. The man brought up a sealed 
packet. The prisoner broke the seal, and tore off the envelope. and, hold- 
ing up the packet in his hand, said, ‘‘ That is the name of the person to 
whom I am consigned.”” I took it from his hand, and broke the seal of 
the second envelope, and found it to contain ten letters, all directed and 
sealed. On seeing the name which the prisoner exhibited as that of his 
consignee, I demanded back his ship’s papers, and seized the ship, which, 
as well as all the papers, I sent in charge of an officer to the Vice-Admir- 
alty Court at Sierra Leone. . 


The documents which had been transmitted to this country in the prose- 
cution of an appeal before the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council 
against the decision of the Vice-Admiralty Court of Sierra Leone were 
here produced by Mr. John Brown, a clerk in the office of Her Majesty’s 


Admiralty proctor, and handed to Captain Hill, who, after examining. 





them, identified them, but one of the letters and the second envelope were 
discovered to be missing. On this, 

Mr. Lusu proposed to ask the witness the name and address he had 
read on the envelope. 

Mr. M. D. Hitt objected to the question, The document ought to be 
produced—its absence had not been in any way accounted for. The 
documents had all been sent to the Admiralty Court, and thence to the 
hands of the Admiralty proctor, and it was a harsh proceeding against the 
prisoner to ask to be allowed to give evidence of its contents. — 

Mr. Lusu contended that its loss having been accounted for, he was 
entitled to give secondary evidence of the contents. 

The Court held that the evidence, as to the loss, ought to be carried 
further. 

The examination of the witness was again resumed, and in answer to 
questions put by Mr. Lusu, Captain Hill stated that he believed he had 
seen the envelop: and other documents in the court before which the pri- 
soner had been tried at Sierra Leone ; and again he had seen them at this 
court at the trial of M. de Zulueta, with the exception of the envelope. 

Mr. Lusu submitted that he had now laid sufficient grounds to let in 
secondary evidence. 

Mr. Justice Patreson replied, that the opinion of the Court was, that 
the learned counsel had not, by this additional evidence, succeeded in 
taking the matter one step nearer. 

William Ollier was then called, and proved the handwriting of the 
prisoner to several documents. 

Mr. Payne proved other documents, and that Mr. Baker had acted 
as the proctor for the prisoner, in his appeal as owner of the Augusta, 
before the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council. He also proved the 
receipt of the prisoner’s agent at Sierra Leone of the documents used in 
the proceedings there. 

Mr. Justice Parreson.—You ought to have here to-day all the docu- 
ments specified in the list put in and-numbered so. 

The bill of lading, signed by the prisoner, was put in by Mr. Lush, 
and read by Mr. Straigh. It acknowledged the shipment, at Liverpool, 
on board the brig Augusta, of which the prisoner was master and com- 
mander, 20 hogsheads of tobacco, 10 cases of arms, several cases of look- 
ing-glass, 134 bales of merchandise, 1,600 iron pots, and several kegs 
and barrels of gunpowder, to be conveyed to Galenas, and there delivered 
to Don Jose Alvarez, and to Don Ignatio Rolo. 

Captain Hill was recalled, and examined by Mr. Lusu.—I seized the 
Augusta, by putting a guard on board to prevent communication with the 
shore, and sent her the following morning to Sierra Leone, with the pri- 
soner on board. The barracoons had been destroyed three or four months 
before. I searched the vessel by removing the cargo, with a view to dis- 
cover whether she had any slaving implements on board, but could find 
none. I consider she could very easily have been fitted for the slave- 
trade, in a few hours after the cargo was discharged. The witness pro- 
duced a packet which had been taken from the prisoner, and in it a letter, 
in the handwriting of Captain Barnados, who commanded the vessel when 
she was captured as the Golupchick. He also produced other letters, 
some of which he found in the prisoner’s desk, and others in another desk 
in the cabin. 

Crogs-examined by Mr, M. D. Hill.—I searched the desk myself, but 
I cannot say to whom the second desk belonged. 

Re-examined by Mr. Lusu.—I have examined the log-book, which 
showed that the Augusta was occupied, from the 17th November to the 
6th December, in her passage from Liverpool to Cadiz. I cannot say, 
without referring to a chart, how far the vessel was from Cork on the 
18th November. The log is very badly kept, and has been much written 
over, so that it is almost impossible to make anything out of it.. 


Mr. Lusu here remarked, that while Captain Hill had an opportunity 


-of looking over the log, and comparing its bearing with the chart, he would 


proceed to put in some of the documentary evidence. 


Mr. M. D. Hix complained, that in a prosecution for felony it was a 
harsh proceeding thus to get up the cause in the progress of the trial. 


The fellowing documents were then put in and read :—The Customs’ 
license of the brig Augusta, Thomas Jennings commander, dated the 2nd 
October, 1840, and signed by Commissioners Legge and Spring Rice ; 
the ship’s articles with the crew for a voyage from Liverpool to the coast 
of Africa, showing the crew to consist of twenty-one, exclusive of the 
master. The sale of Golupchick, on the 25th September, 1840, to the 
prisoner, for 650/., through the agency of Thomas Bernardos, his agent ; 
the cockets issued by the Custom-house, Liverpool, proving the value of 
the cargo to be about 5,000/.; the charter-party, dated 19th October, 
1840, between the prisoner and Pedro Martinez and Co., of Cadiz, 
through Messrs. Zulueta, of London, their agents, for a voyage with ‘‘a 
legal cargo of goods from Liverpool to the Galenas, or as near thereto as 
they might get to, and thence to be sent on a legal voyage to the West 
Indies or North America, and to any port in Great Britain ;’’ also several 
letters addressed to the prisoner by Messrs. Zulueta on the subject of the 
purchase of the Augusta. 

Mr. M. D. Hix objected to a letter being read which purported to 
have been written by Bernardos to the prisoner, on the ground that the 
witness could not state whether he had found it in the prisoner’s desk or 
in that of the mate. The fact that it was addressed to the prisoner did 
not make it evidence against him, unless it was shown to have come into 
his possession. 

Mr. Justice Patreson ruled in favour of the objection, until some fur- 
ther proof, 

Mr. Payne said the letter was dated the 25th of September, 1840, 
and was directed to Captain Jennings, at Mr. Denham’s, Broad-street, 
Portsmouth. It bore the proper post-mark, and he would not only show 
that the prisoner was at that address at the time, but that he and Bar- 
nardos were together at the time the purchase-money was paid for the 
brig. 

John Owen was called, and proved that he knew the prisoner, and 
remembered his lodging at Denham’s, in Broad-street, on the 25th Sep- 
tember, 1840. , 

‘ re Patreson.—I think that will do, to admit the letter to 
e read. 
Mr. De Puma produced and proved the accuracy of the translation 
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made of the letter, which was in the Spanish language. The translation 
was read in these terms :— 


“‘ Friend,—I enjoin you not to forget to take out the boat I recom- 
mended, with her sails and oars. I earnestly enjoin you, on arriving at 
G——., to send the letter to Don Thomas Buron, for whom you carry a 
toeeeeee To-morrow I leave for France. Adieu, my friend.” 


The signature of the letter was cut off. Several other letters were read, 
but were not of any peculiar character. 

Mr. Emanuel Emanuel was called and examined by Mr. Payng.—I 
reside at Portsmouth, and on the 3lst of August, 1840, I sold the brig 
Golupchick to the prisoner for 650/. Captain Barnardos, who had for- 
merly commanded her, was with the prisoner when the money was paid. 
I gave no paper or documents, but merely furnished an order for the 
delivery of the vessel up to the purchaser, 

Cross-examined by Mr. M. D. H11L.—Barnardos had before been in 
the command of the vessel. 

The hon. Captain Denman, R.N., called and examined by Mr. Payne. 
—I am a captain in ber Majesty’s navy, and during the years 1840 and 
1841 I commanded a district on the coast of Africa. The Galenas was 
within my district. For a period of eight months I was scarcely out of 
sight of the Galenas, watching the river very closely. ‘There is not any 
trade carried on there but the slave-trade, and the goods imported there 
were so for the purpose of buying slaves. ‘There were six large and two 
small factories for the reception of slaves. They had barracoons at- 
tached to them, or places in which they are confined. Some of the larger 
ones would hold as many as 800 or 1,000 slaves. I knew a person of the 
name of Ignatio Rolo, but I believe he is dead. I have seen him at two 
different places, in the Galenas, and also on board my own ship. He was 
a slave-dealer, and the proprietor, jointly with his brother, of a slave 
factory, at a place called Jeckree, or Jecklee. I have also heard of, but 
never saw, a person known as Don Thomas Buron, and have captured 
slave-ships consigned to him. There are many parts of the coast of 
Africa where nothing but lawful trade is carried on: there are many 
others where both lawful and unlawful traffic is carried on; and at the 
Galenas nothing but illegal commerce is conducted. The gallant witness 
was desired to refer to the logbook of the Augusta, and to compare the 
entries with the chart produced. Captain Denman did so, and stated 
that, in his judgment, the brig Augusta, on the 18th November, was 
within 120 miles of the port of Cork, and a little to the westward of 
Scilly Islands. 

Mr. M. D. Hitt said he felt it to be his duty again to complain of the 
manner in which this case was prosecuted. Here was a chart brought, 
nobody knew from whence, from which the witness was called upon to 
give evidence. This, in fairness and propriety, ought notto be done; and 
he must say, the manner in which the case was pressed seemed very like 
pushing the law to the extreme. 

Mr. Justice Patreson inquired if the chart was of a character ordina- 
rily used by masters of vessels. 

The witness said it was sufficiently accurate to enable him to answer 
the question put. The next day the vessel was 800 or 900 miles from 
Cadiz, and there was a fair wind for Cork, and the prisoner might have 
made that port the following morning, as the wind was fair for him. The 
log had been most inaccurately kept, and exhibited great carelessness. 
Instead of proceeding to Cadiz, it would have been better to have made 
for Lisbon if the vessel needed repairs. 

Cross-examined by Mr. M. D. Hitt.—I saw Rolo first in the anchor- 
age at Galenas, and next on board the Vanguardio, a slave-ship that I 
captured, I afterwards saw him ashore at Dumbercoro, and never saw 
him again. It is not a convenient mode.of procuring slaves to send out 
dollars or specie to purchase them and take them away in the same ship. 
That has been done, but the most usual and convenient course is to send 
out goods by one ship, and then by letter to make arrangements for the 
supply of the cargo of slaves to another ship. The barracoons at Galenas 
were destroyed not by me but by the native chiefs, between the 16th and 
17th of November, and I carried the news to Sierra Leone, which I 
reached on the 28th. 

Thomas James Clarke, examined by Mr. Lush.—I was engaged as 
seaman on board the Augusta from Liverpool to the coast of Africa. 
The witness deposed, at some length, to the circumstance attending the 
voyage from Liverpool, and the vessel being overtaken by a gale in the 
Channel, and of the crew urging the prisoner to run into Cork. He re- 
fused ; but told them to turn to and work well, and he would put into 
Cadiz. He did so, when five of the crew left the ship, and others were 


taken in their stead. After remaining at Cadiz upwards of a month, they- 


sailed again to the Galenas. On board the ship was agman named An- 
cilia, who acted as a sort of steward. When Captain Hill came on board 
the witness saw the prisoner hand the steward a packet of papers, at the 
same time giving him some instructions. The steward took them into 
the galley, where there was the cook’s fire, and witness saw no more of 
them. On another occasion, during the voyage, while reaching a soup 
tureen, he (the witness) discovered a bag, containing ahout twenty-two or 
twenty-three iron bolts, which, by order of the mate, he stowed away in 
the aft locker. Never saw any shackles on board. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Httu.—The log was in the handwriting of 
Motley, the first mate. 

William Thomas Onion, examined by Mr. Payne, deposed that he 
knew the Augusta, and saw the prisoner on board her at Portsmouth. 
The prisoner understood the Spanish language. He told witness that he 
was going to the coast of Africa, and perhaps from thence to the Havan- 
nah. Witness deposed to seeing some deck screws for making a second 
deck, as well as some shackles, on board. 

In-his cross-examination by Mr. Hitt, the witness stated that this was 
before the Augusta went round to Liverpool to take in her cargo, and 
there she would have to be cleared out at the Custom-house, after.a full 
examination by the officers. 

Mr. Payne, after the examination of this witness had concluded, pro- 
posed to read in evidence the nine letters which bad been inclosed in the 
sealed packet opened at the time of the seizure by Captain Hill. It did 
not yet appear by whom those letters were written, and it was important 
that the court should see them, in order to ascertain whether the prisoner 





had not deviated in his course by going to Cadiz, in order to receive and 
carry out those letters to the Galenas. 

Mr. Lusu, on the same side, cited the decisions in the case of the 
King v. Horne Tooke, vol. 25, State Trials, and the King v. Watson, 
2nd Starkie’s Reports, where letters and papers found on the premises of 
the parties charged were admitted in evidence, 


Mr. Justice Parreson, after conferring with Mr. Baron Platt, held 
that these letters were inadmissible in evidence. The cases cited were 
prosecutions for conspiracy ; bat here the prisoner stood in the relation 
of servant to the owner or consignee, and it would be hard to bring as 
evidence against him letters of which he knew nothing of the contents. 
They might be evidence as against the charterer and the consignee, but 
by no possibility, as it appeared to him, could they be evidence against the 
mere carrier of them. The letters, therefore, must be rejected. 

Colonel Nicholls was then called ; and, in answer to Mr. Lusn, stated 
that he was the governor of the Island of Ascension, and was acquainted 
with the river Galenas for the last twenty-two years. Its commerce was 
confined entirely to the slave-trade. The witness was further examined 
as to the persons engaged in that traffic, but stated that he could speak 
merely from official reports made to him, and not from any personal 
knowledge. He never was on shore at the Galenas, and had only been a 
short time en passan¢ along the coast. 

This witness was not cross-examined. 

Charles Tye, examined by Mr. Lusa. I am a police-constable, and 
took the prisoner into custody, and he made a statement to me before he 
was committed by Mr. Alderman Johnson to Newgate. He said, ‘* Well, 
I suppose I am to be the sufferer. I could say a good deal if I liked, but 
I will not.’”’ I said to him, ‘‘ Why not?’’ The prisoner replied, ‘‘ Be- 
cause I should get other people into trouble.’’ 1 said, ‘* I do not want 
to know anything you have to say ;”’ and on this the prisoner said, ‘‘ I do 
not care who knows it.”’ 

By Mr. M. D. Hitt.—Is that all you have to say ? 

The witness.—Yes, sir. 

Mr. M. D. Hitt.—Then I do not care who knows your testimony. 

Joseph Case was called to speak to conversations he had held with the 
prisoner as to the Galenas ; but, on examination, it turned out that all 
the remarks on that subject had been made by the witness himself. 


Mr, Payne intimated to the court that this was the case for the 
Crown. 

Mr. M. D. Hitz asked the learned judge if he was of opinion that he 
(Mr. Hili) ought to be called on for the defence ? 


Mr. Justice Patreson said he would not keep the case from the jury. 


Mr. Hitt prayed a delay of five minutes, to which the court assented. 
—On their return, 

Mr. Lusu applied to have Captain Hill recalled, to speak to certain 
conversations he had had with the prisoner, of which the captain had 
found a memorandum he had made at the time. 

Mr. M. D, H11t, with some warmth, said the case for the prosecution 
was closed. Why had his learned friend not before asked the questions 
he now wished to put ? ; 

Mr. Lusa said, it was only this moment he had been made aware of 
the circumstances to which Captain Hill could speak. He had only just 
been instructed with respect to them. 

Mr. V. WiLLtAMs submitted that it would be a most dangerous prac- 
tice to allow a witness, after being himself examined, and after hearing 
other witnesses failin the proof expected from them, to suggest to coun- 
sel that he could prove the necessary facts. He did not suppose Captain 
Hill would state anything but the truth; but still, on the ground ofa bad 
precedent, he must object to the course proposed to be taken by his learned 
friend. 

Mr. Justice PATTESON confessed he had never heard of any instance of 
the kind; and with every respect for Captain Hill, he thought it would 
be a dangerous precedent to establish by having that gentleman examined, 
as proposed. : 

Mr. M. D. Hitt then addressed the jury for the defence. He urged 
the fact that he had been labouring under this prosecution for upwards of 
two years, and had invariably surrendered from time to time to meet the 
charge in the conscientious purity of his innocence. After the result of 
the trial of M. de Zulueta the case ought never to have been pressed, espe- 
cially as the prisoner had already been tried and acquitted at Sierra Leone 
for the offence imputed to him now. He submitted that the absence of 
slave implements from the vessel when seized, and the open manner in 
which he had anchored in the roadstead at Galinas, was a proof of his in- 
nocence. These facts, coupled with the excellent character he would re- 
ceive, would lead to his acquittal. 

Mr. Frederick Thomas Low and Mr. Henry George Holton, both 
master mariners, gave the prisoner an excellent character fur humanity 
and honesty. 

Mr. Justice Parrrson summed up the evidence with great minuteness. 
The jury retired, and after an absence of an hour came into court, when 
Mr. Baron Platt, Alderman Sir John Pirie, and Mr. Sheriff Sidney re 
sumed their seats on the bench. 

The jury, after answering to their names, pronounced, through their 
foreman, a verdict of Not guilty, which was received by the auditory with 
cheers, and cries of ‘* Bravo.’’ 

Mr. Baron Puarrt called upon the officers to maintain order, and stated 
it would be his duty to direct any person who committed such an inde- 
cency to be committed into custody. His lordship then directed the plea 
to be recorded. 

The prisoner was again given in charge to the jury on an indictment for 
misdemeanour. 

Mr. Lush declined to offer any evidence, and by direction of the learned 
judge, the jury again Acquitted the prisoner. 

Mr. H111 applied to the court to order the immediate discharge of the 

risoner. 
. Mr. Baron Piatr.—Let the prisoner be forthwith discharged. 

The prisoner bowed respectiully to the court and jury, and withdrew 
from the bar. 

On the application of Mr. Payne, Mr. Baron Platt allowed the expenses 
of the prosecution. 
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Colonial Entelligence. 


Jamaica.—Tae Coortes.—We learn that the long-talked of 
Coolies have arrived. Two hundred and sixty were. landed at Morant 
Bay, from the barque Blundell. The proprietors of the Earl of Elgin, 
supposing that the planters, within a reasonable distance of the spot, 
would be anxious to get a sight of the strangers who are to be the ‘‘sa- 
viours of our country,’’ despatched the vessel to Old Harbour, offering a 
passage in her for the low charge of 20s. So little interest, however, was 
felt in the strangers who have come ten thousand miles to cultivate our 
soil, that not more than ten or twelve persons availed themselves of the 
opportunity for gratifying their curiosity. From all we can learn, their 
appearance is such as to disappoint those who expected most from them. 
Most of them were, with the exception of a girdle, in a state of perfect 
nudity. They are of small stature, and not at all formed for the labour 
required for the cultivation of the soil in this island. It is said that an 
experienced planter, and a member of the Assembly, on first beholding 
them, declared that he would not have them as a gift to work upon his 
estate.—Baptist Herald. 

ATION AND Waces or tHE Cooxtes.—By an advertisement 
issued from the Immigration department, we find that the following ap- 
plications from the different parishes have been made, namely, from St. 
James for 235 labourers, from Hanover 810, Westmoreland 540, Claren- 
don 430, Vere 140, Trelawny 60, Sf# John 200, St. Mary 200, making, 





altogether, applications for 2615. The tive first-named parishes are to Ry, }, 


be supplied at the earliest date, and the expected immigrants are to be 
landed at Old Herbour, Lucea, and Savannah-la-Mar. The rates of 
wages, and advantages offered are, ‘‘ one shilling a day for able-bodied 
people, and for less effective in proportion, with house, ground, medicine, 
and medical attendance. gratis; mine hours to be considered a day’s 
work,’”’— Baptist Herald. 

ARRIVAL of EMANCIPADOs.—We are happy to announce the 
arrival of forty-nine Emancipados in the Tweed from Havanna. They 
have been apportioned to the agricultural districts. One portion to an 
@state in the lower part of St. Andrew, and the other to a coffee property 
in the Port Royal mountains.— Falmouth Post. 





_TrintpAp.—The past month has been a most propitious one for 
agricultural pursuits, both as regards sugar-making and planting. The 
weather bas been generally fine, with daily refreshing showers, having the 
effect of bringing forward the young plants, without preventing either the 
grinding or carting of produce. The crop will be generally made in two 
or three weeks. Some estates have already finished, but we regret to 
say, short of the expected quantity of sugar. This disappointment, we 
apprehend, will be general throughout the island, not from want of canes, 
but owing to the yielding being unusually small, an effect occasione d by 
the heavy rains of last year.—Trinidad Standard. 





Britisn Guiana.—Tue Coorirs.—On the 4th of May arrived 
the Lord Hungerford, with 352 Coolies on board. The Lord Hunger- 
ford \eft Calcutta on the 26th of January, and made, consequently, a 
passage of ninety-eight days. The number shipped was 362, ten of whom 
died on the way out, and one since landing in the colony at the Colonial 
Hospital. On the 9th, five being in the Hospital as invalids, the following 
distribution was made of the whole number by the immigrant agent: planta- 
tions Three Friends 44, Land of Plenty 51, Mainstay 40, Reliance 42, 
Anna Regina 40, Richmond 41, La Belle Alliance 43, Lima 45—total set- 
tled, 346. The eight estates enumerated are all situated on the mainland of 
Araobisce, more commonly known as the Arabian coast of the county of 
Essequibo. There is not a healthier part of the colony under cultivation 
than that. All these properties, besides, are, or were in the days of 
slavery and the apprenticeship, of a first-rate class, and present every ad- 
vantage in buildings, medical attendance, and other particulars, which can 
render them eligible for the abode of immigrants. Another vessel, the 
Success, was being despatched for Guiana on the departure of the Lord 
Hungerford, and in all probability is at this moment at sea. But with 
the exception of such emigrants as the Success, and possibly a third ves- 
sel may bring us, we cannot look for any more from the East Indies for 
several months to come; the Ist of March having been prescribed as the 
term when, in order that the people might be brought at the most favour- 
able season round the Cape of Good Hope, the half-yearly tide of emigra- 
tion from east to west was to cease.—Royal Gazette. 





Foreign Entelligence. 


Trexas.—The various communications from Texas say that M. 
de Saligny is remarkably busy and active, but nobody can tell exactly 
what it is about, only that he is not friendly to annexation. One writer 
gives an odd rumour, to the effect that France wants colonies, and that a 
French colony in Northern Mexico, on the sea-board, and near Texas, is 
not an impossible thing. The feeling, at the last dates from Galveston, 
was almost unanimous for annexation ; but persons here connected with 
Texas think that the certainty of peace with Mexico, and a full legal 
title by that power to a separate national existence, may go far towards 
changing the opinions of many of the citizens of the ‘‘ Republic of the 
Lone Star.”” A private letter from Vera Cruz says: ‘ It is thought that 
Mexico will offer Texas a boundary to the Rio Grande; whereas, if com- 
pelled by the United States to annexation, she would possibly refuse to 
admit a boundary south of the river Nueces.’’ If there be any truth in 
this, and it is more than probable, Mexico is literally offering the bounty 
of a beautiful region of country against annexation.—New York Cor- 
respondent of Morning Chronicle. 








Mexico.—The Mexican Congress had granted the authority 
asked for by Cuevas, the minister, to treat with Texas on the subject of 
acknowledging her independence, conditionally that she will consent to 
remain a separate nation, and not consent to become one of the states of 
the United States. The bill giving powers to the Minister of Foreign 





Affairs to negotiate a treaty with Texas for her independence, with the 
proviso that she should not be annexed to the United States, produced ' 
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a very animated debate in the Mexican House of Representatives, but it 
at length passed that body on the 3rd inst., by 41 yeas to 13 nays. This 
bill had been sent up to the Mexican Senate, where it was sure to pass.— 
Correspondent of Morning Chronicle. 

The Lmancipator has the following :—‘*‘ We have been per- 
mitted to publish an extract from a letter written at Vera Cruz on the 8th 
of May :—‘ Elliott and the Texan commissioners are about leaving this, 
Vera Cruz, in an English frigate for Galveston, with the treaty acknow- 
ledging the independence of Texas. But they little dream of their recep- 
tion at Galveston. These people (the Mexicans) think that the acknow- 
ledgment of Texan independence will prevent annexation, and thereby 
they will get clear of declaring war, as they had threatened. They swear, 
however, that if Texas prefers annexation to acknowledgment, they will 
declare war.’ These ‘Texan commissioners’ must have been sent by 
President Jones to Mexico, under the patronage of the English ambassa- 
dor, to forestal annexation, by obtaining a recognition from Mexico. It 
looks as if there must be a good deal of deep manceuvering somewhere. 


France.-~The Report of the Committee of the Chamber of De- 
puties on the Slave-trade Convention Bill, states that the Committee 
fully approves of the terms of the treaty. It declares that the principal 
object of the negotiation was the more efficacious repression of the slave- 
trade, and it recommends the most scrupulous and loyal execution of the 
..eaty, by every means at the disposal of the French marine, to put down 
the infamous traffic in slaves. It declares that the treaty is calculated to 
our to the statesmen who conducted the negotiation on both sides 
of thg straits, and expresses a hope that this great act will succeed in put- 
ting an end to the resentment and bad feeling which at another period 
existed between the two nations. . 








Miscellanea. 


SLAVE-TRADE.—MassacRE On THE Coast oF AFrica.—The 
following particulars relative to the murder of a prize crew on board a 
slaver have transpired:—The slaver had already been chased six times ; 
thrice by the Star, and thrice by the Wasp. The Star having succeeded 
in hauling her to, she was boarded, and only one man found on deck, the 
others having gone below. The crew consisted altogether of twenty-one 
hands, and she bad on deck two long guns, loaded to the muzzle with mus- 
ket balls and double-headed shot. On turning the crew up, it was found 
that several of them were severely wounded on the head and other parts 
of the body, as if they had recently been engaged in a hand-to-hand en- 
counter, the wounds being evidently produced by a cutlass. One of the 
crew, in the hope of saving himself, turned Queen’s evidence, and 
related the following dreadful circumstances :—The slaver in ques- 
tion had been chased and taken by the Wasp four days previously, and a 
prize crew, commanded by a midshipman, was put on board her, with 
orders to take her into Sierra Leone for condemnation. The officer in 
question was a midshipman, named Harmer, and he having released the 
greater portion of the slaver’s crew from irons, the diabolical plan of mur- 
dering the officer and his men was suggested by the ruffianly captain. 
Poison was first administered, and this, we suppose, not working as ra- 
pidly as was wished, the deed was effected by a general onslaught, and 
the bodies of the victims thrown overboard. The murderers then tried 
to escape to Rio, but were captured by the Star. The whole of the gang, 
twenty-one in number, will be sent to England by the Heroine and 
Wasp, and will be tried for murder and piracy.—Another account states 
that the schooner was called Felicidade, of Virginia ; she had been captured 
in the latter end of February by her Majesty’s sloop Wasp; and a lieu- 
tenant, Stupart, a midshipman called Harmer, about fifteen years of age, 
the son of a banker in Dublin, an old quarter-master, and ten men, 
were sent on board as a prize crew to take her to Sierra Leone. The day 
after they parted with the Wasp, the prize schooner fell in with a brigan- 
tine, which ran down to speak to her, supposing her to have been a con- 
sort. When she was pretty close, Lieutenant Stupart observed that she 
was full of slaves; he hailed her, and ordered her to heave to, but she, 
finding her mistake, made all sail. After three hours’ chase, Lieutenant 
Stupart came pretty close to her, and on firing a musket at her, she hove 
to. He immediately went on board with four men in the schooner’s boat, 
and finding she had 420 slaves on board, took possession of her. He then 
directed young Harmer, with the quarter-master and five men, to take 
the schooner to Sierra Leone, while he did the same with the brigantine, 
first sending nineteen prisoners from the latter on board the former, with 
whom he directed Harmer to Lagos, where he would arrive the next 
morning, previotis to going to Sierra Leone. The next afternoon, while 
three of the prize crew were below, getting up some water, Harmer sit- 
ting on the taffrail, the captain of the brigantine, who was one of the pri- 
soners, sprung upon the marine, who was sentry over them, tore his bay- 
onet from him, and stabbed him to the heart. He then sprung on young 
Harmer, who was in the act of drawing his sword, and stunning him with 
a blow from the butt-end of the bayonet, beat him severely over the head. 
The old quarter- master, who was at the wheel, drew his cutlass and fought 
desperately ; he severely wounded four men, and cut down the fifth, be- 
fore he was overpowered, when his throat was cut. The remaining por- 
tion of the men were soon overpowered, when the whole were thrown 
overboard. The captain of the brigantine, who had planned this inbuman 
massacre, now said, that as he had rescued the schooner from the 
English, he should take her as his property, in lieu of the vessel which 
had been taken from him full of slaves; and he was on his way to the 
Brazils to get papers for her, when a few mornings alter, at day-light, 
the Star caught sight of him, and by nine o’clock was alongside and took 
possession. In consequence of this affair, it has been determined to give 
- quarter to slavers who offer the slightest resistance.— United Service 

azette. 
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